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Letters to the editor' 
Being Reconditioned 
I would like to make a few comments on 
the article, "The Dignity of Sinelehood," 
written by Mar tha Long and published in 
the Evangelical Visitor of March 25, 1975. 
First of all, I heartily agree that more 
should be said about the "digni ty" of 
remaining single. I have often said, and 
sometimes in the pulpit, that singles are so 
by choice. You see, anyone can get 
married if he wants to bad enough. And all 
too many are so eager that they will marry 
non-Christians, inferiors, or otherwise 
poor matches. As Mar tha suggests, the 
person of strong character and self-worth 
sometimes chooses to stay away from mar-
riage. 
Pa r en t s are often guilty of unduly 
pushing their children toward matrimony. 
I know of a church leader who declared 
that one of his main ambitions in life was 
to get all his daughters married off. What 
an unfortunate goal for any parent to have. 
And what tragic results it often brings. 
There was a day when I was guilty of 
poking fun at unmarried women. I say this 
to my shame and blame it on conditioning 
and ignorance. But I have been "recon-
dit ioned" by the Spirit of God and by the 
growing number of really wonderful single 
people I have come to respect and love. 
The matter of providing a better social 
setting for single people in our con-
gregations has some difficulties. But then, 
any worthwhile project has some difficult 
problems to solve. Interestingly, they 
generally get solved when enough people 
become concerned enough. It is my hope 
that an increasing company of singles and 
marrieds will join hands to bring about a 
better environment for the singles among 




Congregations and M D S 
Thank you for your coverage of M D S in 
the March 25th issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor and its 25th anniversary celebra-
tion. It has been a thrill to see the growth 
of this short term missionary arm of the 
church becoming such a great blessing to 
the young as well as to older people who 
got involved in serving in the name of 
Christ. I could share with you many 
testimonies as to how the Lord has worked 
through a disaster, not only to the person 
who was hit by the disaster but also the 
person going to help. 
I would like to encourage every church 
in the brotherhood to appoint a contact 
man. He in turn would be notified of any 
M D S activities by the local M D S unit 
leader. There are local organized units 
throughout the United States and Canada. 
If there are any questions as to organiza-
tion, I would be glad to help. 
I am excited about MDS. Get involved 
and you will receive a blessing. 
Raymond S. Hess 
B.C. Representative to M D S 
Souderton, Pa. 
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S H E W A S ALWAYS ALONE 
from page three 
attention to themselves by their attire. (What girls do with 
clothes, boys do with cars. How else does one explain the 
loud mufflers and the "souped-up" gassers except that by 
this he compensates for something he doesn't have.) 
This account of the unknown woman from Lancaster is 
not a call for drabness in attire nor for uniformity. There is 
surely the time for the party dress and clothes should be 
functional for the occasion. Teenagers should not be 
expected to dress like their grandmother (and vice versa). 
God is a God of color and of beauty. 
It is a call for modesty. Immodesty — over dressing or 
underdressing — reflects an emptiness of spirit, a poor 
image of one's self, a low value of one's worth, and a 
disregard of the laws of nature and of God. 
This has an added meaning for a Christian. As 
Christians we should know our worth. God has placed a 
high value on each of us. We are loved. No need to 
compensate for lack of value of the contents by inap-
propriate and attention getting packaging. 
It is a matter of obedience. God is concerned about the 
cost of our clothes, the size of our wardrobe, and the style 
of our attire. Modesty is a biblical word and a Christian 
virtue. 
Clothes do not make the man nor the woman, as is 
commonly assumed, but they do tell a great deal about the 
wearer. 
Z 
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Editorial 
The Sovereign Spirit 
/ V NOTE accompanied a recent bulletin. It was an 
apology for sending a bulletin printed on colored mimeo 
paper. The reason: the attendance on Sunday morning was 
so large that all regular bulletins had been handed out. (It 
was not Easter Sunday.) 
This note had special meaning to me. It was not many 
years ago that, in the absence of the pastor, I supplied the 
pulpit of this congregation. The attendance that morning 
consisted of five adults and several rows of children. 
What is happening at this congregation is happening at 
an increasing number of congregations in the denomina-
tion. It takes on varied forms. Bible study groups mul-
tiplying like cells. Early morning prayer groups. (I know 
of one pastor who has arranged to have devotions with the 
newly converted men in his congregation before they leave 
for work. His first "appointment" is 5:15). Sizable bap-
tismal and church membership classes. Marked increases 
in attendance at the public services of the church. The 
moving of the Spirit on Sunday mornings and in the 
homes. 
My observations on these evidences of renewal are not 
based on any scientific and systematic survey. Rather, it is 
by listening and casual inquiry. But a characteristic 
common to these renewals appears to be the inability to 
explain them by a cause and affect reasoning. 
No charismatic personality is involved. No special 
methods or programs are associated with the moving of 
the Spirit. Now, no one should interpret this to mean that 
pastors were casual about their pastoral responsibilities. 
Nor should anyone assume that congregational leadership 
was unconcerned. It is just that no obvious change in 
program or method brought about this change in the life of 
the congregation. 
If there is a characteristic common to these experiences 
of renewal it is an absence of the human element and the 
recognition of the Divine. That statement says a great deal 
but does not really answer the questions that come to 
mind. It certainly suggests an attitude of dependence upon 
the Spirit. It includes the element of faith and hope. It sees 
the "stone rolled away." It is power oriented rather than 
problem oriented. It reorganizes the sovereign nature of 
the spirit of God — to move, like the wind, as He wills and 
His refusal to be bound. 
On occasion the Spirit comes upon a congregation and 
sin is confessed, relationships restored, repentance ex-
perienced. Other times confessions occur, relationships are 
made right and then the Spirit is poured out. Who can 
understand the Spirit's working or know the ways of the 
Lord? 
Biblical preaching, Bible study, prayer, confession, 
repentance, obedience, restored relations are all elements 
of renewal. But are they cause or result? A number of 
years ago I heard a respected minister lament the absence 
of growth and revival among the Brethren in Christ. He 
observed that as a denomination we were more faithful 
than many other groups which he felt were experiencing 
renewal. He could not understand why God did not honor 
this faithfulness in revival. 
Could it be that we unconsciously assume that God is 
subject to us? Perhaps renewal in a congregation is similar 
to conversion in the individual. When we are prepared to 
disclaim any merit of our own and cast ourselves upon His 
grace than God can come in saving power. Likewise, when 
a congregation realizes that it is not by human effort but 
by divine power then renewal can begin. 
I am impressed as I study the acts of the Apostles and 
note the occasions of the infilling of the Spirit in the Early 
Church. With one exception (the Apostle Paul) the 
recorded experiences of infilling were group experiences: 
Pentecost, Samaria, Cornelius' household, and Ephesus. 
Has our emphasis upon the individual experience been 
as true to the Early Church pattern as it should. There is a 
certain human element and logical course when "we meet 
the conditions" as individuals. But when the Spirit comes 
as He did in the early church and as, I sense, He is moving 
among us today, there is the element of the inexplicable 
and an awareness of His sovereignty. 
The Spirit that brings new life is the Spirit of Christ and 
of the Scriptures. He fosters unity and love and spiritual 
fruit and gifts. But He comes as He will in His sovereign 
way, not contrary to the Scriptures, but in fulfillment of 
them. 
Z 
She Was Always Alone 
I T was during my student days at Franklin and Marshall 
College that I would see her. She stood out from the 
crowds that moved along the streets of downtown Lan-
caster. 
She was always very modishly dressed. She may have 
gone unnoticed on Fifth Avenue or the Champs Elyeese 
but on North Queen Street she was conspicuous and 
seemed rather out of place. 
Now, I suspect that she would have been considered 
proud. One would imagine that she felt superior to the rest 
of us who bought our clothes off the rack and had to wear 
them for more than one season. 
But I do not believe that pride (as it is commonly under-
stood) was her problem. She did not feel superior; she felt 
inferior. Clothes were her way to compensate for this sense 
of inadequacy. Now I never met her or learned her name, 
but I saw her numerous times. My observation is sup-
ported by the fact that her face was drawn, her 
countenance sad, and she was always alone. 
The lady from Lancaster overdressed. Some underdress. 
And they do it for the same reason. Lacking a good self-
image, feeling very inadequate and insecure, desperately 
wanting to be accepted and to receive attention they call 
to page two 
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God does not respect persons in His offer of salvation .. 
He is no respecter ojpersons in rewards and judgment. 
God Has JVC Favorites 
Henry N. Hostetter 
G O D IS NOT the mysterious being 
many people call god in our day. 
Frequently those who believe in evolu-
tion use the name god to describe the 
force which they believe is at work in 
the world. They see god as the force 
that has changed man from a creature 
that traveled on four legs to a man 
who now walks on two. They believe 
this force, which they call god, is 
changing all other areas of the world 
in a similar manner. 
Some scientifically minded in-
dividuals use the term god to describe 
the force whiclt they think is bringing 
about change they discover in their 
scientific findings. Of course, some 
scientists claim they do not believe 
anything they cannot support by scien-
tific discoveries. They have no room 
for a god of any kind. 
None of these definitions of god 
have any application to the God who 
has no favorites. This God is the 
Creator of the universe, the Maker of 
heaven, earth, sea, sun, moon, stars 
and man in His own image. This is the 
living God who came down and talked 
with Adam and Eve in the cool of the 
day. This God is eagerly waiting to 
relate to, communicate with, and 
fellowship with all descendants of this 
first man and woman. 
God's relating to man and man's 
relating to God, as seen in Genesis, 
chapters one through eleven, clearly 
teaches that there were many people in 
that day who did not wish to relate to 
God. But, Abel, Enoch and Noah are 
examples of those who fellowshipped 
The writer has served the church as pastor, 
missions administrator, counsellor, and evan-
gelist. He is now serving as a representative of 
the Commission on Stewardship and Finance. 
with God even in the midst of a society 
that was moving from God. It was to 
Cain that God specifically said, "If 
you do well, will you not be accepted? 
And if you do not well, sin crouches at 
the door; its desire is for you, and you 
must master it" (Genesis 4:7, AMP.). 
The biblical record in Genesis 6:1-6 
clearly teaches that it was the sin-
fulness of man and not the with-
drawing of God from any man that 
separated man from God before the 
Flood. 
In the next section of the Bible 
(Genesis 12 to Malachi 4) the central 
characters are the children of Israel. 
Other nations, other families, and 
other races were to a large degree 
secondary so far as historical records 
and the dealings of God with people 
were concerned. This was because 
these were God's people of this time 
and dispensation. Part of their mission 
was to reveal God among themselves 
and to the nations about them. 
Repeatedly in the Old Testament the 
truth recorded in 1 Samuel 10:46, 
which said, "That all the earth might 
know there is a God in Israel," was 
emphasized to the children of Israel as 
part of their mission. 
But God also warned Israel that he, 
" regardeth not persons" (Deut. 
10:17). So when Korah and his com-
pany rose up in dissension, even 
though they were of the tribe of Levi 
and a part of God's nation Israel, 
judgment came upon them for their 
sins (Numbers 16). When idolatry 
and harlotry invaded the nation of 
Israel during the time of Eli, and his 
sons were serving as priests, God let 
Israel go into bondage and judgment 
under the Philistines even though they 
took the ark, which was the symbol of 
God's presence, into battle, (1 Samuel 
4). 
God has promised to Abraham and 
his seed, that they should be the race 
through whom the Redeemer of all 
mankind was to come into the world. 
This He never repudiated, but He did 
take into the nation of Israel and even 
into the lineage of David those who 
believed in the God of Israel. Rahab of 
the Caananites, in the city of Jericho, 
and Ruth, the Moabitish woman who 
decided to cling to Naomi and her 
God, are two whom God even brought 
into the blood line from which Jesus 
descended because they believed in the 
God of Israel. 
In the Old Testament it appears 
that God never shut Himself away 
from people who were not of the 
nation of Israel, if they sought Him. 
Naaman, the Syrian king who was 
witnessed to by his Jewess maid, con-
cerning the prophet in Israel and the 
healing of God, came to Israel and 
was healed. Jonah preached to the 
people of Nineveh a message of judg-
ment with no promise of mercy if they 
would repent. But the king called for 
repentance and humiliation saying, 
" w h o can tell if God will turn and 
repent, and turn away from his fierce 
anger, that we perish not?" (Jonah 
3:9). God honored that prayer and 
judgment was averted. 
Looking at the ministry of Jesus in 
the New Testament, one immediately 
discovers a reflection of a God that 
reaches to all people who will come to 
Him. The "whosoever" of John 3:16 
covers every race and kindred and 
tongue. These are the words of Jesus 
Himself. In the fourth chapter of the 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
book of John, Jesus talks with the 
woman of Samaria. She is baffled at 
His lack of discrimination and fa-
voritism. When the disciples, return-
ing from buying bread, discovered 
Him talking with the woman of 
Samaria, they secretly resented His 
talking with her. His mingling with 
publicans and sinners was constantly a 
source of problems to those about 
Him. 
The Great Commission to the 
Church — God's people in the New 
Testament — is to reveal God and 
Jesus Christ to the world about them. 
To break through man's prejudices 
with this revelation it was necessary 
for God to give Peter a special lesson 
before He sent him to the house of 
Cornelius, so that he might willingly 
accept the truth that "God is no 
respecter of persons" (Acts, chapter 
10). This truth is repeated in Romans 
2:11, Galatians 2:6, Ephesians 6:11 
and Colossians 3:25. 
The New Tes tament not only 
teaches that God does not respect 
persons in His offer of salvation to all 
men; it also teaches that He is no 
respecter of persons in rewards and 
judgment. Galatians 6:7, 8 says, 
"Whatsoever a man soweth that shall 
he also reap. He that soweth to the 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of 
the Spirit reap life everlasting." When 
the teachings of Revelation 20:12 and 
22:12 are added, then small and great 
stand before God in judgment and 
every man is rewarded according as 
his works shall be. 
While God has no favorites, He 
always has had and ever will have a 
special interest in and relationship to 
those who will listen to and walk with 
Him. His arms of love and mercy, and 
the yearning and compassion of His 
heart are outstretched to every man 
without respect of person, race or 
nation. Neither does the economic 
level of life or academic understand-
ing, or cultural advantage or dis-
advantage commend any as favorites 
of God. His great invitation, "Draw 
nigh to God and he will draw nigh to 
you" is for all people everywhere. 
What a glorious invitation for all men 
to relate to the God of the universe. 
As for you and me, God's dealings 
with us will never duplicate the ex-
periences of Moses, Enoch, Joseph, 
Barnabas, Philip or Thomas, but for 
each of us our experiences with God 
can be just as meaningful and just as 
personal. What an inspiration to relate 
to a God who is more then the Master 
of the universe. He is a Heavenly 
Father to all who are willing to come 
to Him and to relate to Him as 
children. 
Messiah Home Late News 
The following briel, but good news, was 
received from J. N. Hostetter, Director of De-
velopment, Messiah Home: 
1. Dillsburg area, within Borough limits, 32 
acres chosen as site for Messiah Home 
Retirement Center. 
2. DER (Department of Environmental 
Resources) issued permission in writing 
for Messiah Home to be serviced with 
water and sewer by Borough of Dills-
burg. 
3. Dillsburg Borough Council approved 
DER's permission to grant sewerage and 
water to Messiah Home. 
4. Tressler Lutheran Service Associates 
and Medical Facilities engineers and 
a r c h i t e c t a re m o v i n g a h e a d wi th 
necessary work for securing building 
permits and then bidding. 
M A R C H I N G ON IN RHODKSIA 
from page nine 
The order of services was much like 
those in Salisbury. On Saturday after-
noon five were baptized and received 
into the church. 
Sunday a f te rnoon we had an 
overflow crowd of 390. It was truly 
exciting to see the church so full. 
Special music was provided by a 
gospel team from Ekuphileni Bible 
Institute. Many people came from 
Mtshabezi mission and the surround-
ing churches. Others came from the 
other denominations in Gwanda. All 
rejoiced with the people that they had 
their own church building. 
But as in Salisbury, the work has 
just begun. And in Gwanda, we do not 
yet have a pastor. Perhaps this is the 
greatest need at this time — to have 
someone there to work during the 
week, and not just on Sunday. One of 
the faithful church workers, Ma 
Tshuma, is in Gwanda at present. She 
has been greatly used in both the Salis-
bury and Gwanda work. But she can-
not carry it all alone. 
Yes, the church appears to be 
marching on when we look at these 
two lovely new buildings — two 
buildings that are beautiful to look at 
and surely are a testimony of love and 
worship of God. But the buildings can-
not speak of themselves. Pray for each 
person who worships in these build-
ings in Salisbury and Gwanda, that 
they will not just be satisfied to go and 
be fed there themselves each week, but 
that they will take seriously the need 
to bring their friends and neighbors to 
the Lord. Then truly the church will 
march on. [Wise words, pertinent to 
Christians in any country. — page ed.j 
The Old Ragged Cross 
Gwen (not her real name), an Indian girl from the village, tapped Pastor 
Rensberry on the arm and said, "I have a special song to sing in church 
today." She sang "The Old Rugged Cross" but every place where it read 
"rugged" she sang "ragged." 
Then, several days later in our home, she was washing clothes and singing 
the same song, "On a hill far away stood an old ragged cross." This ten-
year-old girl was trying to get all the washing done for the family of nine 
before her mother came home from the hospital. 
As the song drifted up from the laundry room I thought, "Yes, she 
certainly would understand the word ragged." "Ragged" was very much 
something she lived with every day. Their small log cabin had ragged 
curtains at the windows, ragged seat covers in their old dilapidated car, 
ragged clothes to wear and ragged furniture in their home. The daily cross 
that she carried is truly a ragged cross. 
Gwen has talked and prayed with me many times. One time she said, "I 
know Jesus is with me but sometimes I forget and do something wrong but I 
always pray and ask Jesus to forgive me." 
I thank the Lord for His working in Gwen's heart because underneath the 
rags God has a rare and precious jewel. "For man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." 
Jennie Rensberry 
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£ O C I R c e n t c i R f e s LateR 
The Brethren in Christ was one of five denominations with Anabaptist rootage who 
participated in a denominational wide survey known as The Church Member Profile. 
More than 600 Brethren in Christ members participated in this survey which was largely 
funded by the Showalter Foundation. 
The questions asked covered all areas of Christian life and experience, economic 
position, and social attitudes. Doctrinal belief and moral values were sought. 
No doubt one could think of questions which are not answered in this survey but enough 
data is available to give those who are interested a reasonably accurate picture of where the 
Brethren in Christ are in respect to beliefs, values, and practices; and how the Brethren in 
Christ compare to other Anabaptist denominations and other Protestant groups. 
Pastors, church leaders, youth workers, Sunday school teachers, college faculties — in 
fact anyone who takes his responsibilities to the Brethren in Christ denomination or 
congregation seriously should have a copy of this survey. 
This study of church members is being published by Herald Press under the title 
Anabaptists Four Centuries Later. It is a 400 page book. $9.95 (cloth); $6.95 (paper) 
It will be available through the Christian Light Bookstores. 
TABLE 9-6 
Political Party Preferences, 1972 
So What? 
Seven leadership persons from the five 
groups which participated in the 
church member profile project were 
invited to respond briefly to Anabap-
tists four centuries later. The question 
they were asked about the study was: 
So what? Here are three of these 
replies. 
Cease Self-Depreciation 
If the reflection proved by the CMP 
mi r ro r is a ccu ra t e , Mennon i t e 
Brethren should immediately . . . 
(1) Cease from debilitating self-
depreciation — since they read their 
Bioles more regularly, attend worship 
more often, pray more often at meals, 
support their church schools more 
faithfully, and show strongest support 
for mass communications. 
(2) Examine an ambitious "fun-
damentalism" that makes us more 
evangelistic, more faithful in devo-
tional life, more faithful in tithing, and 
more opposed to abortion, yet leaves 
us most prejudiced against Catholics 
and Jews, most condoning of capital 
punishment, least concerned about the 
poor and oppressed, and with fewer 
unchurched friends to evangelize. — 
Marvin Hein, moderator of the Gen-
to page eleven 
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Percentage Distribution for: 
Party Preference MC GCMC MBC BIC EMC* TOTAL 
Canada: 
" I take no position at all . " 43 16 17 40 23 
Took a political position 57 84 8? 60 77 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 
Number of Respondents 129 160 35° 52 691 
Took the following positions: 
Conservative 35 41 39 71 40 
Liberal 49 35 23 29 32 
Social Credit 5 14 32 0 20 
New Democratic Party- 10 10 5 0 7 
Independent 1 1 1 0 1 
Total 100 101 100 100 100 
Number of Respondents 74 135 291 31 532 
United States: 
" I take no position at all." 47 23 18 25 20 35 
Took a political position 53 77 82 75 80 65 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Number of Respondents 1,063 441 340 557 432 2.833 
Took the following positions: 
Conservative Republican 55 47 63 62 74 54 
Liberal Republican 13 14 16 16 10 14 
Conservative Democrat 6 11 10 5 4 8 
Liberal Democrat 9 15 4 4 1 10 
American Independent (Wallace) 2 2 1 2 1 2 
Communist 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Independent 15 12 6 9 8 12 
Total 100 101 100 M 100 
Number of Respondents 566 340 279 417 346 1,948 
' T h e r e are no E M C churches in Canada. 
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Religious News 
MCC Continues in Vietnam 
The Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
ment ( P R G ) is grateful for the $200,000 
worth of powdered milk and canned meat 
which they are receiving from the Men-
nonite Central Commit tee with assistance 
f rom Church World Service, Phan Thanh 
Nam, a P R G representative in Paris, 
France, told Atlee Beechy, M C C executive 
committee member, and Don Sensenig, 
former Eastern Mennonite Board of Mis-
sions worker in Vietnam. 
Beechy and Sensenig traveled to Paris to 
speak with representatives of the P R G and 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
(DRVN) about possibly visiting Vietnam 
and about the continuing role which Men-
nonites could play there. 
Nam emphasized the need for emergen-
cy assistance, and thanked M C C for its 
interest in the Vietnamese people in this 
time of need. The immediate need for 
food, medicines, cloth for clothing, and 
materials for temporary housing con-
tinues, he said. Longer-term needs will be 
for agricultural tools and equipment, 
machinery for clearing undeveloped land, 
and equipment for fisning. 
Beechy requested permission to visit 
Vietnam to work out an understanding for 
future programs there. He pointed out the 
value of such a visit for educating the 
North American public about the actual 
situation in the country. 
H o w e v e r , it will be diff icul t f o r 
foreigners to visit the PRG-controlled area 
of Vie tnam in the immedia te fu tu re 
b e c a u s e t i m e m u s t be a l lowed fo r 
s tabil izing condi t ions and car ing for 
emergency needs, N a m said. But he 
promised to cable the P R G government 
recommending that they carefully consider 
Beechy's request. Once conditions have 
stabilized they anticipate that foreigners 
will be able to visit Vietnam and Viet-
namese to visit other countries, N a m said. 
N a m affirmed that foreigners remaining 
in Vietnam are guaranteed safety and will 
be allowed to continue their normal work 
and activities subject to their compliance 
with P R G laws and regulations. 
It was not known if M C C will be 
allowed to increase its Vietnam staff 
beyond the four which remained behind 
when the Saigon government changed 
hands. Those currently in Vietnam are 
Earl Mart in, New Holland, Pa., and 
Yoshihiro Ichikawa, Sapporo, Japan, at 
Quang Ngai and Max Ediger, Liberal, 
Kansas, and James Klassen, Lebanon, 
Kansas, in Saigon. 
Mail service will eventually be restored, 
but that is not the first item of priority for 
the P R G government in its newly acquired 
areas, N a m said. 
" I feel we were warmly received and 
welcomed, our requests looked at seriously 
and their needs presented with special 
emphasis on immediate emergency needs," 
Sensenig says. 
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Sensenig also visited the office of the 
Peace Delegation of the Buddhist Church 
of Vietnam in Paris where he met with 
Thich Nhat Hanh, a well-known Buddhist 
pacifist. Approximately 80 percent of the 
Vietnamese people would identify with the 
Buddhist religion, Sensenig says. 
The Buddhists have a large framework 
and many channels to facilitate relief and 
social work in V i e t n a m and would 
welcome support from an international 
agency like MCC. At the present time they 
encourage emergency aid to be sent 
through all channels possible, and believe 
that aid sent through the PRG will reach 
needy people. 
" O n e problem they mentioned several 
times is that when the immediate crisis of 
the changeover passes, world attention and 
concern will drop and the terrible needs of 
the Vietnamese who have been uprooted in 
the past two months will be unmet ," 
Sensenig says. 
He also reported that the Buddhists wish 
more relief agencies would channel aid 
through them because they have represen-
tatives in the villages and hamlets who 
know the needs of the people. 
During its 20 years of involvement in 
Vietnam M C C has provided funds directly 
to programs in which its personnel have 
been involved rather than channeling 
money through other agencies for their 
programs. 
Beechy is cu r r en t ly in B a n g k o k , 
Thailand, meeting with M C C Vietnam 
Director Luke Martin and awaiting word 
on whether he will be allowed to visit 
Vietnam. Sensenig has returned to the 
United States. 
Convinced Believers, Convinced Atheists 
Have Least Trouble Facing Death 
Convinced religious believers and con-
vinced atheists have the least trouble in 
facing death, a New York psychiatrist 
says. 
"The people in the middle who can' t 
decide what they believe have the most 
difficulty," Dr. Ivan K. Goldberg told a 
conference on medical-moral issues at 
New Jersey's St. Elizabeth's College. 
Strength, he said, seems to come from 
having a system of belief, whether it's a 
belief in an after-life or a belief that all 
ends in death. 
Dr. Goldberg, who spoke on "Problems 
of Dying for the Person and His Family," 
is an associate in clinical psychiatry at the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons , 
Columbia University, and is an associate 
psychiatrist at the Columbia Presbyterian 
Medical Center. 
A Delaware Lottery Flops 
Sagging sales have prompted Delaware 
Gov. Sherman W. Tribbitt to halt the Loto 
Superfecta, a state lottery based on horse 
races, after only a month of operation. 
Af ter the first-week high of 172,000 
tickets sold at 50 cents each, sales plunged 
to less than 50,000 in the fourth week. 
The decision to stop the program came 
after the state lottery director requested a 
supplemental state appropriation of $335,-
000. An initial $400,000 was appropriated 
by the Sta te General Assembly for the 
lottery. 
IRS Would Ask Private Schools' 
Proof They Don't Discriminate 
Private schools (the large majority being 
religiously-operated) would be required to 
submit annual proof of racial non-dis-
crimination to qualify for federal income 
tax exemptions under an Internal Revenue 
Service proposal under consideration. 
The Counci l for Amer ican Pr ivate 
Education in Washington notes that while 
the proposed procedures concentrate on 
admissions and treatment of students, 
"they also could affect the racial com-
position of faculty and staff of private 
elementary and secondary schools." 
I R S rules would mandate an annual 
public statement by each private (including 
parochial) school desiring to obtain or 
keep its tax exemption concerning its open 
admissions policy. Annual reports and 
three-year retention of all applications, 
scholarships and employment files, with 
notations about the actions taken and 
reasons for each rejection would be re-
quired of each school. 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Seen As "Religious Cult" 
Within Church 
In the first sociological study of the 
Charismatic Renewal, a Jesuit priest has 
described the Pentecostalist phenomenon 
as a "religious cult" which represents a 
total change in direction from Vatican II 
renewal but which is "structurally and 
func t iona l ly" a par t of the Ca tho l ic 
Church. 
Affirming that Catholic Pentecostals 
exhibit no serious diversive or separatist 
tendencies, Father Joseph F. Fichter, S. J . , 
emphasized that the movement which 
stresses personal rather than structural 
renewal is flourishing within the church at 
a time when attendance at traditional 
liturgical worship and adherence to the 
sacraments has diminished sharply. 
T h e J e s u i t said the C h a r i s m a t i c 
Renewal, gaining its membership from 
" b e t t e r - e d u c a t e d a n d m i d d l e c lass 
Catholics," constitutes a "contemporary 
phenomenon tha t was unexpected by 
sociologists of religion." 
Jack Anderson Urges Church Papers 
To Launch Investigative Reporting 
Syndicated columnist Jack Anderson 
told some 100 religious public relations 
people that church publications ought to 
do more investigative reporting. 
" I think it would be very useful for your 
publications to hire investigative reporters 
to dig out the facts," he said in a luncheon 
talk before the 46th annual convention of 
the "Religious Public Relations Council in 
Washington, D.C. "Eyeing the Capi to l" 
was the convention theme. 
" O n the day the government can control 
what I write, can control what you print in 
your publications, on that day we have lost 
our f reedom," he said. 
" I f I were to urge any change at all ," he 
said, " i t would be to urge them (church 
publicaticpns) to be more crusading. They 
ought to have investigative reporters. Our 
churches ought to be the leaders in seeking 
out the truth. You don' t get the truth f rom 




Every person who has placed himself on the firing line 
for Jesus Christ also finds himselfface to face 
with a firing squad, determined to render him 
helpless and ineffective. 
Shot 
Down 
Paul H. Strand 
A SINGLE SHOT from a BB gun 
will not kill a man, but no man can 
stand if he is endlessly hit by an 
incessant stream of shots that relent-
lessly pick away at him. Each small 
pelt destroys a tiny fraction of his 
strength and his life. 
When a person answers God's call 
and becomes a witness to the saving 
power of Jesus Christ he steps in front 
of the firing squad, often unknowingly. 
The casualty rate among mission-
aries, especially first-term mission-
aries, is one of the most staggering. 
One out of two fails to return for a 
second term of service. Of course, it is 
not fair or honest to imply that every 
missionary who leaves the mission 
field or fails to return has been shot 
down in the line of duty. A small 
percentage are t ransferred into 
another branch of service by the Lord 
and some by the heirarchy of their 
mission organization. Yet it must be 
conceded tnat the names of the ma-
jority of those listed as missionary 
casualties are on the list because the 
power and/or the will to fulfill their 
calling has died. Most of the fatal 
shots fired were underestimated little 
BB's in the form of culture shock. 
"Culture shock" is a familiar term 
to a new missionary appointee. Not 
only can he define it — the in-
voluntary disturbance of one's mind 
and emotions as a result of living in 
foreign culture — but, he can also give 
Reprinted by permission of Bethany Fellow-
ship, Inc. from The Message of the Cross. 
September-October 1972. 
you an impressive list of causes, symp-
toms and sure-fire cures, some 
spiritual and some technical. In actual 
experience, however, the causes of 
culture shock are often so innocent 
and subtle that they are rarely 
recognized for what they are until one 
is reeling in a dizzy spin of symptoms. 
New appointees, before leaving for 
their field of service, usually have the 
overly inflated notion that they are 
strong enough to easily defend them-
selves against anything that can be 
thrown at them. Culture shock, they 
think, is only for weak sisters who are 
frightened by their own shadows. I 
was no exception. Though I had 
studied Cultural Anthropology, read 
more than a half a dozen books on it 
and even taught a course in it, I was 
sure I would never be a victim of 
culture shock. How then did it 
happen? 
Here in Indonesia we have lizards 
by the hundreds of millions. (I'm sure 
there are at least two for every person 
and there are over one hundred and 
thirty million people here.) They are 
everywhere! They s ta r t l e you, 
sometimes mildly and sometimes not 
so mildly, whenever they dash across 
the floor, wall or ceiling. There are two 
varieties, one small and harmless, and 
the other that grows over a foot long 
and, I am told, has a poisonous bite if 
cornered. Not only do they startle you, 
but they leave their mouselike dirt 
everywhere, most noticeably on 
kitchen counters at night. Many In-
donesians not only have a superstition 
about killing them, but say they eat 
enough mosquitoes to make them 
valuable. No doubt they are right, but 
the mosquitoes are so thick with the 
lizards it is hard to believe they could 
be any worse without them. I hate the 
foul lizards and have managed to kill a 
few of the larger variety that failed to 
vacate the kitchen before morning. 
Ping — ping — ping, several BB's just 
hit me. 
The mosquitoes are an ever-present 
nuisance, but behind them is the 
nagging fear that the next one will be 
carrying malaria. Or maybe I already 
have it and it's lying dormant in my 
blood and will hit me at some un-
known time in the future. There were 
thirty-five thousand cases of malaria 
reported in this country last year. The 
doctors believe that perhaps several 
times that number of cases went un-
reported with many dying untreated at 
home. Our area is in the danger zone. 
What about my dear wife and sweet 
little twenty-month-old daughter? 
Ping — ping — ping, the BB's keep 
coming and some sting more than 
others. 
The dust from the never ending 
traffic on the road that goes by our 
house settles dutifully on everything in 
the house. The relentless heat rarely 
goes below 80 degrees day or night and 
is usually around 90. Ping — ping — 
ping, right on target. 
I try to make myself understood in a 
language that I've only just started to 
learn, and the people look back at me 
confused and say, "Apa? Apa?" / 
What? What? Walking out of church 
after I've preached through an inter-
preter, a half cripple stumbles up and 
asks if I will pray for his healing. 
When I've finished and open my eyes, 
his hand is in front of my face and he is 
blatantly asking for money as if I owe 
it to him for the privilege of praying 
for him. Several times each day I am 
accosted by beggars. I am told that 
most of them are professionals in care-
fully tailored rags and rehearsed pleas. 
I can't detect which ones are genuinely 
needy and which ones aren't. Ping — 
ping — ping. 
I try to concentrate on studying my 
language lessons after class, but every 
few minutes someone is at the door 
with something to sell, or something 
"important" to say, or to beg. Some-
times days go by and I've gone 
through the motions of studying, but 
because of all the interruptions I feel 
I've made no progress. Ping — ping — 
ping. 
The builders we've contracted to put 
up a house for us can never seem to get 
a wall up straight or a window frame 
square. And they were recommended 
to us because they were experienced. 
Ping — ping — ping. 
The stream that flows near the place 
we are now renting is an all-purpose 
water facility for many of the people 
here. A wave of nausea goes over me 
whenever I'm within sight or smell of 
it. I often see various people in it not 
more than a few feet apart simul-
taneously using it for a bathtub, laun-
dry, toilet, kitchen sink for washing 
their breakfast dishes, and bathroom 
sink for brushing their teeth. Should I 
allow my little daughter to play with 
to page ten 
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Nancy Jo Shenk 
Photographs by George Bundy 
Mr. and Mrs. Klias Moyu being installed as the 
pastoral team at the Salisbury church h\ Bishop 
l \ M. kumalo. 
Salisbury 
O N E C O U L D say t h a t t he m o n t h of 
M a r c h w a s o n e of m a r c h i n g f o r w a r d 
f o r t he c h u r c h in R h o d e s i a . I t was 
d u r i n g th i s m o n t h t h a t c h u r c h e s were 
d e d i c a t e d in two of o u r t o w n s . A s a 
c h u r c h we have f u n c t i o n e d mos t ly in 
t he r u r a l a r ea s , b u t m a n y of t h e peop le 
a r e s eek ing e m p l o y m e n t in t he t o w n s 
a n d ci t ies. W e h a v e a respons ib i l i ty to 
fo l low t h e m the re . 
L a s t y e a r , w o r k b e g a n on a new 
c h u r c h in S a l i s b u r y , t he cap i t a l of 
R h o d e s i a . S a l i s b u r y is l oca t ed in 
M a s h o n a l a n d , w h e r e t he d o m i n a n t 
l a n g u a g e is S h o n a . H o w e v e r , invest i-
g a t i o n s h o w e d m a n y N d e b e l e -
s p e a k i n g p e o p l e the re , m a n y of w h o m 
sa id they c a m e f r o m a r e a s w h e r e t he 
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t have c h u r c h e s . I t 
s e e m e d i m p o r t a n t t o r e a c h these peo-
ple. 
W e w e r e f o r t u n a t e t h a t t he city 
off ic ia ls g a v e us a l a rge t r a c t of land in 
a new t o w n s h i p , a n d it w a s he r e t h a t 
t h e new c h u r c h w a s e r ec t ed . D u e to 
s h o r t a g e s of m a t e r i a l s , it was no t c o m -
ple ted as soon as h a d been h o p e d . O n 
t h e 2nd of M a r c h , 1975, t he bu i ld ing 
w a s d e d i c a t e d t o t he L o r d fo r use in 
b r ing ing souls t o H i m . 
T h e d e d i c a t i o n service w a s p l a n n e d 
in c o n n e c t i o n wi th a w e e k e n d of ser-
vices. F r i d a y n igh t a g r o u p of local be-
l ievers m e t for an evange l i s t i c service 
in the n e a r l y - c o m p l e t e d c h u r c h . S a t u r -
d a y m o r n i n g , t he p l ace w a s a bee-hive 
of ac t iv i ty . P a i n t e r s a n d bu i lde rs were 
finishing l a s t - m i n u t e w o r k . A n d the 
c h u r c h m e m b e r s c a m e to c l ean — 
w i n d o w s w e r e w a s h e d , floors swept , 
May 25,1975 
and debr i s c lea red a w a y f r o m the 
bui ld ing ou ts ide . 
A t noon on S a t u r d a y , a bus load of 
c h u r c h peop le a r r ived f r o m B u l a w a y o . 
T h e s e included p e r s o n s f r o m miss ion 
s t a t i ons a n d rura l chu rches . T h e Sa l i s -
bury chu rch h a d lunch p r epa red for 
t he sixty of t h e m . 
T h e n we en te red the c h u r c h for the 
a f t e r n o o n service — a b a p t i s m and 
c h u r c h access ion service. T h r e e were 
bap t i zed a n d e ight r e t u r n e d to church 
fe l lowship . 
A f t e r sha r ing in an evening mea l , 
we h a d a n o t h e r evangel i s t ic service. 
T h e n the re was a litt le p r o b l e m of 
w h e r e all t he peop le w h o had c o m e on 
the bus would spend the n ight . But the 
chu rch peop le in Sa l i sbu ry have big 
hea r t s , a n d e v e r y o n e w a s invited in to a 
h o m e to spend the n igh t . 
S u n d a y was a lovely sunny d a y , 
which began wi th a c o m m u n i o n ser-
vice a t 8:30 in t he m o r n i n g . A f t e r the 
c o m m u n i o n service, the new p a s t o r 
a n d his wife, M r . and M r s . E l ias 
M o y o , were official ly instal led by 
B i shop K u m a l o . 
A t 2:00 p .m. we g a t h e r e d for the 
m a i n service of t he w e e k e n d , the dedi-
c a t i o n s e r v i c e . T h e r e w a s spec i a l 
s inging, a r e p o r t of h o w the Bre th ren 
in C h r i s t work began in Sa l i sbu ry , the 
s e r m o n , and the d e d i c a t o r y ri tes. 
T h e r e were 256 in a t t e n d a n c e a t the 
service. 
A s we left the chu rch in the a f t e r -
n o o n one m o t h e r sa id , " I feel I ' m 
d r e a m i n g . I c a n ' t believe it is o u r s ! " 
Yes , the new chu rch is the re and a new 
p a s t o r is the re , bu t t he work has jus t 
begun . T h e r e is a nucleus of bel ievers , 
bu t when o n e sees t h e h u n d r e d s of 
h o u s e s s t r e t c h i n g a w a y f r o m the 
c h u r c h , o n e can real ize t he re is t ru ly a 
g r e a t ha rves t yet to b e r e a p e d . 
Gwanda 
N o w let us leave the cap i t a l city of 
Sa l i sbu ry and t ravel s o u t h w e s t 350 
mi les to the litt le min ing town of 
G w a n d a . H e r e , too , t he re is a new 
chu rch bu i ld ing . G w a n d a is smal l but 
g rowing , a n d the re is a nice g r o u p w h o 
mee t t oge the r f r o m week to week . 
T h i s work was s t a r t ed ma in ly by 
in teres ted peop le f r o m M t s h a b e z i mis-
sion (25 miles a w a y ) c o m i n g to hold 
services with the people . T h e L o r d has 
been good , and a very la rge a rea was 
m a d e avai lab le , with plenty of r o o m 
for a church and a p a s t o r ' s house . Las t 
yea r a chu rch bui ld ing was s t a r t ed on 
the site. 
O n the w e e k e n d of M a r c h 14-16, 
special services were held t o open this 
new c h u r c h . T h e m o t h e r s c a m e the 
week b e f o r e a n d t h o r o u g h l y washed 
and sc rubbed the bui ld ing so it was 
Cnanda church dedication, March 14-16. 
Missionary Sam King, now on furlough, was 
pastoring this church. 
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This poem, saturated with human concern and compassion, was translated 
from Dutch and submitted by Janny Boxman, a Dutch nurse at Macha 
Mission Hospital. Janny will be leaving Zambia soon on furlough. 
For You—An Open Door 
How can I give thanks to God 
When He gives only to me food and drink, 
When my fellow-man is hungry and thirsty? 
How can I say: "Lord, thanks for this food"? 
And can I praise God 
When He dresses only my body 
And gives only to my family a dwelling, 
When my fellow-man is naked and has to sleep in the street? 
How can I say: "Praised be the kindness of the Lord"? 
And should I praise God 
When He gives only to me health and freedom, 
When my neighbor is ill, or is oppressed? 
Should I say: "Praised be the mercy of God"? 
Should I really have to give thanks to God 
That he chose just me 
When millions of people still live in darkness? 
Should I pray: 
"Thanks to you, God, that I belong to your chosen ones"? 
My child, I did not give to you food and drink 
Just to satisfy you, and make you happy. 
I gave it to you in order that you share 
Your food with your hungry fellow-man; 
Cared for by you, 
He will admit My care and give thanks to Me. 
My child, I did not give to you clothing and a dwelling 
That you take your prosperity for granted. 
I gave clothes to you to protect your friend against the cold 
And to make a refuge of your home for people in distress; 
When they experience My kindness through you 
They will praise Me. 
My child, I did not give to you freedom and health 
To let you live unconcerned. 
You are healthy to serve the sick and the old, 
You have freedom to deliver the oppressed; 
When they experience My mercy through you 
They will praise Me. 
My child, I did not choose you 
To give you a refuge at time everlasting. 
Rather did I choose you as my fellow-worker. 
If you pass my love to your fellow-people 
They will realize my nearness, 
Their darkness will become light, 
And together with you they will give thanks to Me, 
Praise Me and serve Me. 
For you — an open door. 
SHOT DOWN 
from page eight 
those kids after they've played in that 
stream? Ping — ping — ping. 
Although progress is being made in 
the country, there are other areas I 
could go into that add ammunition to 
the firing squad's arsenal, such as the 
open, s t inking, fly-infested food 
markets, ancient communications and 
transportation systems, and an eco-
nomic system in which the merchants 
double the price when they see a white 
face coming. Ping — ping — ping, 
how much more can I take? 
Meanwhile, where was Jesus who 
promised to never leave or forsake us 
even if we went to the end of the 
world? I found myself on the verge of 
asking that question a few months 
ago, but before I got it out I knew the 
answer. He was right there in the 
person of the Holy Spirit making sure 
that the commander of the firing 
squad didn't issue heavier weapons to 
his troops. But He was also there 
waiting, waiting for me to ask for His 
help. As soon as I realized that 
without His powerful intervention I 
was soon going to be hopelessly shot 
down, He was there. He was there as 
soon as I admitted my need and asked 
for help. He was there to give me a 
new resil ience to supe rna tu ra l ly 
bounce back between shots without 
sustaining any long-term effects. 
He is still there and is beginning to 
teach me what the Apostle James 
meant when he said, "Consider it all 
joy, my brethren, when you encounter 
various trials; knowing that the testing 
of your faith produces endurance. And 
let endurance have its perfect result, 
that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing." It is amazing and 
at the same time very logical to realize 
that God has provided all that is 
necessary to make us into servants 
that are "lacking in nothing." How-
ever, if that is what we want to be, we 
must be willing to die to the desire to 
live the kind of life we consider com-
fortable. We must even die to the right 
to choose the type of work we would 
be willing to do once we arrived on the 
mission field or wherever God has 
planned to place us. Only then will 
God the Holy Spirit be able to do in us 
that which is "perfect and complete." 
I am far from being a seasoned 
veteran missionary. As a matter of 
fact, we have been here in Indonesia 
less than a year. No doubt I have more 
shots yet to absorb than I ever 
dreamed possible. But one thing I am 
sure of: if I ever am shot down it won't 
be because Jesus failed. He couldn't if 
He tried. 
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FOUR CENTURIES LATER 
SO WHAT? 
from page six 
eral Conference of Mennonite 
Brethren Churches, Hillsboro, Kan-
sas. 
Clarify Identity 
One of the things which the church 
member profile study brings into clear 
focus for the Evangelical Mennonite 
Church is its need for clarifying its 
identity. In view of a central objective 
of the study, namely, how well do 
members of these five denominations 
reflect the Anabaptist vision, the 
report shows that the EMC rates sig-
nificantly lower than the other groups 
of adherence to the Anabaptist dis-
tinctives. The historical profile refers 
to the various EMD merger con-
sultations, both within the family of 
Anabaptist denominations as well as 
outside of it, showing the struggle 
across the years regarding its re-
lationship to Anabaptist identity. — 
Andrew M. Rupp, president, Evan-
gelical Mennonite Church, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 
TABLE 14-1 
Per Member Giving for U.S., Canadian, and 
Participating Churches 1971 








4 2 U . S . Denominations $ 1 0 3 . 9 4 $ 83.88 $ 2 0 . 0 6 
2 1 Canadian Denominations 7 8 . 8 9 6 0 . 1 0 1 8 . 7 9 
Mennonite Church ( U . S . ) 1 7 1 . 7 9 9 2 . 3 1 7 9 . 4 8 
Mennonite Church (Canada) 1 4 7 . 2 9 5 0 . 9 3 9 6 . 3 6 
General Conference Mennonite 
( U . S . and Canada) 1 7 0 . 7 8 9 2 . 7 5 7 8 . 0 3 
Brethren in Christ ( U . S . ) 3 3 6 . 0 7 2 4 6 . 8 9 8 9 . 1 8 
Brethren in Christ (Canada) 3 0 9 . 6 0 2 3 4 . 7 9 7 4 . 8 1 
Mennonite Brethren ( U . S . and 
Canada) 1 9 8 . 6 0 1 1 1 . 4 0 8 7 . 2 0 
Evangelical Mennonite Church 2 5 5 . 5 1 1 4 9 . 8 5 1 0 5 . 6 6 
Weighted average (mean) for the 5 participating denominations: $ 184.81. 
Source: Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches, 1973, and denominational 
yearbooks. 
Three Tasks and a Fourth 
A church member profile is not the 
same as a market potential survey. 
While both would tell what is, the con-
sensus on what ought to be would be 
much greater for the market survey 
than for the member profile. 
I predict that it will be this need for 
consensus with which the Brethren in 
Christ will need to work. 
We will have three tasks and a 
fourth. We will need 
—to discover where the profile 
says we are; 
—to decide where we ought to be; 
and 
—to determine how to get there 
from here. 
The second of these will be the most 
difficult. Will we be satisfied to hold 
the mediating stance between Ana-
baptism, Pietism, and Wesleyanism? 
Or will we find in one of these three 
our true home? 
It is this second task which should 
bring us to the fourth: To turn to our 
Bibles and our own history in an effort 
to learn what we have been given — in 
revelation and heritage — in order 
that we may determine who we are 
and the direction we should go. — 
John Zercher, editor. Evangelical 
Visitor, Nappanee, Indiana. 
TABLE 3-6 
Percentage Distribution of Church Members 
by Denomination and Household Income 
Income Class 
W e i g h t e d 
MC GCMC MBC BIC EMC Total 
N=973 N=53l N-598 N=523 N=352 N=2977 
Below $ 3 , 0 0 0 
$ 3 , 0 0 0 - 5 , 9 9 9 
6,000 - 8,999 
9 , 0 0 0 - 1 1 , 9 9 9 
1 2 , 0 0 0 - 1 4 , 9 9 9 
1 5 , 0 0 0 - 1 9 , 9 9 9 
2 0 , 0 0 0 - 2 4 , 9 9 9 
2 5 , 0 0 0 - 4 9 , 9 9 9 
50,000+ 
Total 
6 . 4 7 . 9 
1 2 . 7 1 7 . 3 
2 1 . 2 2 7 . 9 
22.2 19.2 
1 5 . 2 1 2 . 4 
1 2 . 0 9 . 4 
4 . 8 
3 . 9 
1 . 5 
2 . 3 
2.8 
0.8 
8 . 7 
16.1 
2 3 . 9 
21.2 
1 4 . 4 
8 . 9 
3 . 0 
3 . 3 
0 . 5 
4 . 8 
1 3 . 0 
2 7 . 0 
23.1 
1 4 . 1 ' 
9 . 6 
5 . 0 
3 . 3 
0.2 
5 . 4 
9 . 9 
16.8 
2 1 . 9 
23.0 
1 1 . 9 
7 . 4 
2.6 
1.1 
9 9 . 9 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 1 1 0 0 . 0 
7 . 1 
1 4 . 7 
2 3 . 9 
21.2 
1 4 . 3 
10.6 
3 . 8 
3 . 4 
1.0 
100.0 
Median Income $ 1 0 , 3 1 1 8,667 9 , 1 8 4 9 , 6 7 5 1 1 , 4 5 2 9 , 6 0 8 
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Brother Boyer is well known throughout the brotherhood. 
H e served for many years on the Board of Christian Edu-
cation. In the fol lowing hypothetical situation Brother 
Boyer shares his views as to how he believes a Brethren in 
Christ congregat ion can function effectively in the com-
munity with a positive approach to its mission. Brother 
Boyer's present address is 7A Bower St . , Albany, N e w 
York 12208. c . W. BOYER 
Some Items for the Agenda 
I T IS the night of the monthly church board meeting of 
the Avondale Brethren in Christ Church. The members of 
the Board, in addition to the pastor, are: Brother A, a 
member of the Avondale church for two years; Brother B, 
who has been a member foY about three years; and Brother 
C. Brother C, a third-generation Brethren in Christ, who 
has been a member of the church 25 years but a member of 
the Avondale congregation for only a year. 
They have gone together to the home of the pastor for 
the board meeting. Arriving, they are informed by the 
pastor's wife that he has taken a neighbor, who suddenly 
became ill, to the hospital. He had suggested that the other 
members wait for his return. While waiting, the following 
conversation ensued. 
Brother C: Since we have a little time, I would be glad 
to learn about the circumstances which led to your uniting 
with the Brethren in Christ Church. As you know, I 
haven't been here very long. Such information would be of 
interest to me. Brother B, now did it happen that you are a 
member of the Brethren in Christ Church? 
Brother B: Our family moved to this area several years 
ago, and our first impression of the Brethren in Christ 
occurred on moving day. Soon after the truck was 
unloaded, Mrs. Moore, a near neighbor, dropped in and 
introduced herself. She said she just wanted to get 
acquainted ^nd to welcome us to the community. Then, 
she offered to stay awhile and help us with that un-
glamorous task of getting settled. I can't tell you how 
much it meant to us to know that we already had warm 
friends in the community. 
Brother A: Was there anything said about church that 
day? 
Brother B: Mrs. Moore wondered if we were Chris-
tians and what church we were members of. I replied that 
Mary and I had both been raised in Christian homes, but 
only recently had been converted in a Billy Graham meet-
ing. We had not yet decided on a church home. Mrs. 
Moore mentioned that their family were members of the 
Brethren in Christ — a church which up to that time I had 
never heard of. That's about all that was said about church 
that day. However, later that week Rev. Thompson 
stopped by. He said the Moores had told him about us. He 
assured us that we would be welcome at the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
During the next few weeks we visited several churches in 
the community, including the Brethren in Christ. Here we 
were impressed by the live Sunday school, the good music, 
the inspiring gospel message by the pastor, and especially 
by the friendly congregation. Of course, our new friends, 
the Moores, were there! 
Brother A: Did you decide then to unite with the 
church? 
Brother B: It would really have been easy to do so; but 
before making this decision, we felt that we needed to 
know more about the church. We continued to attend. 
Brother Thompson called on us again. In this visit the 
conversation related pretty much to the Brethren in Christ 
Church and her doctrines and practices. Before he left he 
gave us some literature which he felt would be helpful. 
In reading this material it appeared that on basic doc-
trines the Brethren in Christ were pretty much in agree-
ment with other evangelical churches. We also noted, 
among other things, that the Brethren in Christ are 
opposed to war and to all forms of racial prejudice. We 
were pleased to know that they have a social conscious-
ness which involves a responsibility to share with those 
who are needy. And further, in response to the Great Com-
mission, they are committed to an active program of evan-
gelism both at home and in other lands. 
After reading this material, which we recognized had a 
sound biblical basis, and observing that the congregation 
and the membership, to a commendable degree, were 
keeping the doctrines of the church, Mary and I decided 
that there was a group which we would be happy to 
become a part of, and we felt that the Lord was leading us 
to this decision. Today we are members of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, and we have never regretted our decision. 
Brother C: Brother B, I have certainly found this very 
interesting. And now, Brother A, how did you become a 
member nere? 
Brother A: Of course, mine is much different. We had 
lived in this area about five years, and I regret to say we 
never attended church. We knew of the Brethren in Christ 
and drove past the building occasionally. Then one evening 
a young couple stopped at the house. They said they were 
from the Brethren in Christ Church and wondered if they 
might stop in for a few minutes, if we weren't busy. My 
wife had answered the door. She didn't want to seem im-
polite, so she invited them in. Frankly, I wasn't very happy 
about this since my favorite TV program was about to 
come on. I'm afraid I acted a little cool. We visited for 
awhile. Among other things they mentioned the im-
portance of a Christian influence and the example of 
parents in the home. As the visitors left they gave us a 
gospel tract and a bulletin, giving the address of the church 
and the hours of service. They also gave us a warm in-
vitation to "Come to Sunday school." 
As soon as they were gone, I turned on the TV and was 
still able to get the last half of my program. For some 
reason it didn't seem as exciting as it usually was. Later 
that evening I said to my wife, "Marie, I think it would be 
a good idea if you and the children would go to Sunday 
school on Sunday." She replied, "Andy, you should have 
said, 'It would be a good idea if we would take the chil-
dren and go to Sunday school.'" 
Sunday came and Marie and the children went to 
Sunday school. I stayed home but I didn't enjoy my 
to page fourteen 
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A New Heritage Book 
by Owen H. Alderfer 
available 
Sept. Oct. Nov. 
Quarter 1975 
THE HERITAGE SERIES 
The Word of Light Her i tage 
Series contains courses of study in 
Brethren in Christ life and doctrine. 
These courses are prepared for 
the Word of Light Curriculum for 
adu l ts and sen ior h ighs. The 
courses exp lo re and deve lop 
themes which are of special in-
terest to our brotherhood. The 
various books provide an oppor-
tunity for youth and adults to think 
together about those beliefs which 
mold our understanding of Chris-
tian faith and practice. 
Other books in the Heritage 
Series are Adventure in Disciple-
ship by Norman Bert (a historical 
study of the Brethren in Christ) and 
The Ministry of Reconciliation by 
Martin Schrag and John Stoner (a 
biblical study of reconciliation and 
peace). 
The Commission on Christian Education Literature is 
pleased to introduce the third book of the Heritage Series. 
This new book, titled Called To Obedience, is written by 
Dr. Owen H. Alderfer. 
Called To Obedience discusses the relationship of 
Christians to the world. As Christians, Christ commands 
us to be in the world but not of the world. But what does 
that mean in a day of changing moral and cultural patterns? 
Called To Obedience explores what it means to be a 
Christian in today's world. The book begins with some of 
the fundamentals in which we believe — our understand-
ing of God, our understanding of man, and our under-
standing of God's working in the lives of people. 
The book then proceeds to consider the relationship of 
the Christian to the World, the basis for making moral 
choices, and the implication for Christian family life. Also 
discussed are the relationship of the Christian to social and 
political structures, war and peace, and other social con-
cerns. The final chapter calls us to witness to the world. 
By referring to the manner in which the Brethren in 
Christ of the past looked at these issues, the author helps 
us gain perspective for the choices we must make in the 
present day. 
The author, Dr. Owen H. Alderfer, is presently a 
professor at Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, 
Ohio. Dr. Alderfer has been active in the life of the 
Brethren in Christ for many years serving on numerous 
boards and committees. Presently a member of the 
Ministerial Credentials Board of the denomination. For 
ten years he served as General Conference Secretary. 
The Commission on Christian Education Literature has 
placed Called To Obedience in the Word of Light 
curriculum for the fall quarter of 1975 as the course of 
study for adults and senior highs. 
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from page twelve 
"peace and quiet" as much as I thought I would. "The im-
portance of the example of parents," seemed to stick in my 
mind. Well, several Sundays later I finally yielded to 
family pressure and consented to go along. That week Rev. 
Thompson dropped by to tell us how pleased he was to see 
our whole family in the service on Sunday. We continued 
to attend. One Sunday we were not able to go and that 
week 1 think we got two absentee cards, three phone calls, 
and a personal visit! 
A few months later in a Sunday morning service, our 
whole family went forward and accepted Christ. Church 
membership was the next step to which we looked for-
ward, and we were happy to be in the next "membership 
class." Soon after it was a great joy for our family to be 
among the group who were baptized and received into 
church fellowship. As tears filled his eyes, Brother A said, 
"I am sure it would be impossible to overestimate the 
blessings which have come to our family through the 
ministry of the Avondale Brethren in Christ Church." 
Brother ( ' : I have listened with great interest to the 
inspiring testimonies of you two brethren. I think your 
experiences show that the Brethren in Christ are carrying 
on effective work in the community. Do you think there is 
anything we can do to make our efforts more effective and 
might there be handicaps which we should seek to over-
come? 
Brother A: The experience of our family certainly 
shows that our congregation does have genuine concern for 
the spiritual welfare of our community. But I wonder if we 
may have a tendency to be too isolated. And no doubt 
there are families in the community from time to time who 
need the concern of "Good Samaritans" who will show 
Christian compassion and give help in times of physical or 
material need. I also believe that our efforts (perhaps 
through better organization and planning, and even train-
ing) could be still more effective in reaching spiritually 
needy families in our community. 
Brother C: You have certainly pointed out some 
important areas. Brother B, do you have anything to add? 
Brother B: I'm sure we are aware that there is a general 
lack of information about the Brethren in Christ Church 
and this fact may well be a handicap. I am not sure that it 
can be completely overcome. I think there may be some 
things we could do. As one idea which might help, I was 
wondering if an attractive, well-prepared piece of 
literature about the church might be provided for, our 
people to hand out in community contacts. And might 
there be benefit in using Wednesday evening for a few 
weeks to consider the subject: "The Brethren in Christ: 
Who They Are; What They Believe; and What They Are 
Doing?" If properly promoted, such meetings might 
attract friends of the church who do not ordinarily attend 
the regular prayer meetings. The pastor should be in 
charge, the program should be informal, perhaps refresh-
ments could be served; and the group should be en-
couraged to— 
Just then Pastor Thompson entered. " I 'm sorry for the 
delay," he said. "I felt that neighbor Smith needed me. He 
was resting comfortably when I left. The doctor said he 
was out of danger. I am pleased to say that I had the 
opportunity to have prayer with him. I feel he may be near 
the point of accepting Christ." 
Brother C: You certainly don't need to apologize for 
the delay, Brother Thompson. We have had a most 
interesting and profitable discussion, and we have several 
important items to add to our agenda. 
Pastor Thompson: Fine! The meeting will now come to 
order. 
Church News 
Women Alone Feminar 
About 60 ladies met at Camp Hebron, 
Halifax, Pa., April 4-6, to share ideas, 
problems, and fellowship. The beautiful 
mountain setting and the theme "The 
A b u n d a n t L i fe" were fitting for the 
W O M E N A L O N E F E M I N A R . 
Dr. Dorothy Gish spoke Saturday morn-
ing on "The Needs of a W o m a n . " She 
presented some pitfalls as well as the needs 
of the single woman. She also shared some 
practical answers for these needs. Her 
central theme was that the fulfilled life is 
one entirely committed to God's will, 
ready to accept and rejoice in what God 
gives. Singleness is a gift for which some 
are chosen by God. 
Small groups met later in the morning 
to discuss ideas presented by Dr. Gish. 
Also during this time individuals were free 
to present and discuss problems they have 
in living alone. The evening included a 
banquet featuring the fruits of the Spirit. 
Kathy Kreider spoke on developing these 
fruits. 
Bishop Henry Ginder shared Sunday 
morning on "The Abundant Life." He 
presented ways the single person has op-
portunity to gain depth in his spiritual life. 
He used John 17:18 to challenge each to 
submit self, seek and save the lost, and 
serve as Christ served. 
The weekend was also highlighted with 
much fun and fellowship. Laughter , 
recreation and times of singing added to 
the occasion. Everyone enjoyed the testi-
mony and music on the harp of Mrs. Avas 
Carlson. 
It was decided to return to Camp 
Hebron next year for the feminar. The last 
weekend of April is the date set for this. 
Allegheny 
The Martinsburg congregation held a 
child dedication service for 12 children on 
Sunday, April 20, and a baptismal service 
for 16 new converts on Sunday, April 27. 
The pastor is Rev. Bob Keller, Sr. 
The New Guilford congregation held a 
series of special meetings on April 6-13. 
Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker, pastor of the 
Chambersburg congregation, brought the 
messages. Rev. Maurice Bender is the 
pastor at New Guilford. 
Atlantic 
An Open House was held on Palm 
Sunday in recognition of the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob B. 
Wolgemuth. The Wolgemuths are the 
parents of four children: Mrs. Mildred 
G o r e l y k e , M r s . Helen H a l l , Les te r 
Wolgemuth, and Mrs. Esther Stauffer. 
On Sunday evening, March 16, two 
former drug addicts, Darlene DeHaro and 
Betty gave their tes t imonies to the 
Fellowship Chapel congregation. A record 
attendance of 168 was reached by the 
church on Easter Sunday morning. The 
pastor is Rev. Alvin J. Book. 
The Christ 's Crusaders of the Maytown 
congregation sponsored a sacred concert 
by Alan McGill on Sunday evening, April 
27. On May 11, the Maytown pastor, Rev. 
Earl Herr, and the Elizabethtown pastor, 
Rev. Albert Wynder, exchanged pulpits 
for the evening service. 
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Three Score and More 
C a m p Hebron, Halifax, Pa., (15 
miles north of Harrisburg) will be 
the location for two 5-day retreats 
this fall for those 60 and over. 
September 8-12 and October 6-10 
are the dates of these events planned 
j o i n t l y by t h e A t l a n t i c a n d 
Allegheny Conferences and the 
Messiah Home. 
Most of the activities will take 
place at the Sylvan View Retreat 
Center which has convenient and 
comfortable accommodations — in-
cluding motel style rooms, linen 




2001 Paxton Street 
Harrisburg, Pa. 17111 
for information. 
Participation is open to residents 
of other conferences as space re-
mains available. 
The Pequea congregation received six 
persons into church membership on Sun-
day, April 13. The pastor is Rev. Gerald 
Wingert. 
T h e A t l a n t i c C o n f e r e n c e W M P C 
Fellowship was held on April 17, 1975 at 
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with 
383 ladies attending. 
The main speaker was Mrs. Dorcas 
Climenhaga who spoke in both morning 
and afternoon sessions, emphasizing the 
theme for the day: "Lord . . . Touch Our 
Lives." Mrs. Miriam Witmer spoke also, 
using the title "Hi s Touch in My Life." 
Missionary speakers were Mrs. Eleanor 
Ginder, Mrs. Eleanor Poe and Miss Doris 
Stern. 
The officers for the next year are: Mrs. 
Evelyn Dell, President; Mrs. Mary Ellen 
Thuma, Vice President; Miss Marilyn 
Heisey, Secretary; and Miss Verna Mae 
Ressler, Treasurer. 
Canadian 
The Houghton congregation held a 
dedication service for their parsonage on 
Sunday morning, May 18, following the 
worship service. Rev. John R. Sider is the 
pastor. 
On Thursday evening, M a y 8, the 
Sherkston congregation had as their guests, 
the Antone Indian family from Oklahoma 
City. The pastor at Sherkston is Rev. 
Robert Rolston. 
On Wednesday evening, May 23, Rev. 
Arthur Taylor, Welland Canal missionary, 
showed slides and presented prayer re-
quests to the Wainfleet congregation. A 
Family Life Seminar was held June 6-8 
with Rev. and Mrs. Eber Dourte, Lan-
caster, Pa., as resource persons. Rev. 
Ronald Lofthouse is the pastor. 
Central 
The youth choir of the Pomeroy Chapel 
congregation brought special music to the 
Knifley congregation on Saturday, April 
12, for the revival service. Rev. David 
Buckwalter, pastor at Pomeroy, was ser-
ving as the evangelist. The pastor at 
Knifley is Rev. Wilbur Benner. 
The Nappanee congregation hosted a 
Couples Retreat on Saturday, May 17, 
with Rev. Paul Unruh, Greencastle, Pa., as 
the resource person. Rev. Eugene Wingert 
is the pastor. 
Midwest 
The Mountain View congregation held a 
Spiritual Life Conference on Saturday, 
April 26. The guest speaker was Marina 
Downing. Special music was brought by 
The Lighthouse Singers. The pastor is 
Rev. Samuel Hollingsworth. 
Births 
Alt: Melanie Dawn, born April 14 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Alt, Palmyra con-
gregation, Pa. 
Bert: Daryl Wayne, born March 12 to 
Mr. and Mrs. John Bert, South Mountain 
Chapel congregation, Pa. 
Heisey: Andrew Neil, born April 2 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Heisey, Mt. Pleasant 
congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Darin Lynn, born March 9 to Mr. 
and Mrs. J . Glenn Hess, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hess: Jeremiah Lee, born April 13 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay V. Hess, Pequea con-
gregation, Pa. 
Kleinfelter: Steven Mark , born March 
31 to Mr . and Mrs. Mark Kleinfelter, 
Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Landis: Christopher Eric, born April 18 
to Mr. and Mrs. Tim Landis, Souderton 
congregation, Pa. 
Landis: Jacob Michael, born March 31 
to Mr . and Mrs. Jacob Landis, Souderton 
congregation, Pa. 
Stepp: Amy Patricia, born April 14 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Stepp, Greencastle, 
Ind. 
Woodworth: Nicole Lee, born April 2 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Woodworth, Ontario 
congregation, Calif. 
Weddings 
Goza-Albin: Vinita, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Albin, Thomas, Okla., and 
Alvin Goza, Dallas, Texas, March 29 in 
the Thomas Church with Rev. Charles 
Rickel officiating. 
Hostetter-Baer: Darlene Baer, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Keller, and Dale, 
son of Mr . and Mrs. Paul Hostetter, both 
of Chambersburg, Pa., Jan. 25 in the State 
Line United Methodist Church with Rev. 
Wayne Heberlig officiating. 
Lingle-McNeal: Diane McNeal , Grant-
ville, Pa., and Lee Lingle, Harrisburg, Pa., 
March 29 in the Skyline View Church with 
Rev. LeRoy B. Walters officiating. 
Reardon-Heister: Linda, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Orville Heister, Willow 
Street, Pa., and Michael, son of Mr . and 
Mrs. Philip Reardon, Lancaster, Pa., 
March 29 in the Pequea Church with Rev. 
Gerald Wingert officiating. 
Slagenweit-Miller: Bonnie Kay, daugh-
ter of Mr . and Mrs. Harry Miller, Wood-
bury, Pa., and Mark E., son of Rev. and 
Mrs. Mark E. Slagenweit, Canoe Creek, 
Pa., March 29 in the Mart insburg Church 
with father of the groom, Rev. Mark 
Slagenweit and uncle of the groom, Rev. 
Andrew Slagenweit officiating. 
Obituaries 
Giffin: Russell Giffin, born March 25, 
1890, in Breezewood, Pa., died April 12, 
1975, in the Nason Hospital, Roaring 
Spring. He was the son of James and Sara 
Giffin. On May 8, 1933, he was married to 
Alberta Mary Brown who survives. Also 
surviving are four children: Robert , Mrs. 
Bessie Clark, John, and Thomas; 13 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; 
and two brothers. He was a member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Masood Funeral 
Chapel with Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiating. 
Interment was in the Protestant Cemetery, 
Dudley. 
Miller: Sara Elizabeth Niesley Miller, 
born Sept. 14, 1896, near Carlisle, Pa., 
died March 28, 1975. She was the daughter 
of Jesse W. and Jennie S. Niesley. On May 
7, 1918, she was married to Henry S. 
Miller who preceded her in death in 1963. 
She is survived by four children: Mrs. 
Marian Fohringer, Anna Verle, Rev. 
Henry N „ and Mrs. Esther Gregg; eight 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; a 
foster brother; and a foster sister. She was 
converted at the age of 15 and became a 
member of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Rev. Leroy Yoder presided at a memorial 
service held in the Messiah Home Chapel 
where she was a resident. The funeral 
service was held in the Cedar Heights 
Church with Rev. Clarence Brubaker and 
Rev. Lloyd Buckwalter officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
Sisco: Eilo Sisco, born Dec. 28, 1901, in 
Fitchburg, Mass., died April 10, 1975, in 
Ososso, Mich. He was the adopted son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Sisco. He was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Ida M a e 
Thomas. In 1947 he was married to Alta 
L. Downey who survives. He is also sur-
vived by four daughters: Mrs. Florence 
Carlson, Mrs. Grace Hartsock, Mrs. Ver-
na Hock, and Mrs. Evelyn Gose; two sons: 
Jay and Harold; one sister; 16 grandchil-
dren; and one great-grandchild. A daugh-
ter, two brothers, and a sister preceded 
him in death. He was a member of the 
Carland Brethren in Christ Church where 
he had served as deacon. The funeral 
service was held in the Knapp and Smith 
Funeral Home, Owosso, with Rev. Eric 
S t a n t o n and Rev. Melv in S t a u f f e r 
o f f i c i a t i n g . I n t e r m e n t w a s in t h e 
Greenwooa Cemetery. 
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THE MEDIA 
A N D THE MESSAGE 
T H E W O R D witness has come into prominence 
among evangelical churches the past fifteen years. 
Witnessing takes on many forms, introducing varied 
images at the mention of the word. 
A witness may bring to mind a representative of 
Jehovah who tirelessly beats the pavement with a 
twisted interpretation of Scripture denying the divini-
ty of Christ as well as the Holy Spirit. 
When you hear the Word, you may think of a 
preacher in the pulpit, a person handing out tracts on 
the street, or a crusading zealot buttonholing any 
candidate who will stop long enough to listen. There 
are some who hail every contact with, "Brother, are 
you saved?" 
Then there is the quiet, unobtrusive disciple of 
Christ who lives the Christian life with such authen-
ticity that his faith is positively and attractively com-
municated. The Spirit of Christ shines through every 
act, attitude, and relationship in such a manner that 
observers are forced to admit that here is one who 
"has it all together." A genuine Christian witness gets 
through to unbelievers with dynamic appeal. 
Laymen have requested special training to share 
their faith. When the sessions were over they would 
settle back into the old pattern of feeling inadequate. 
Training in personal evangelism can pay tremendous 
dividends, but don't wait until you feel adequate for 
the task. 
We need the Holy Spirit to enable us to witness 
effectively. A fruitful witness demands a victorious 
Christian life, a burning heart, and the sharing of 
faith in an appropriate time and manner. 
There are many ways and situations which provide 
opportunity to witness. Memorized plans of salva-
tion can be persuasive, but of equal benefit is to 
simply tell what God has done for you from a heart 
packed with love and concern. Love has a way of 
communicating itself when that love is in the Spirit of 
Christ. 
Witness is a legal term used of persons who testify 
in a court of law to having been a firsthand observer. 
The Greek word which Jesus used for witness in Acts 
1:8 is martareo from which we get the word "mar-
tyr." It suggests that one's faith is strong enough to 
die for what he believes and declares. Jesus was our 
example as a witness. He backed up His message with 
His life. The witness of many early Christians cost 
them their lives also. 
Jesus explained the deepest meaning of the term to 
His disciples on the eve of His crucifixion. He said, 
"By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another" (John 13:35). 
The most impressive and persuasive witness is that 
of love — love for Christ, love for one another, and 
love for others. Love communicates. In attitude, 
action, and word, love will shine through. 
The greatest weakness of the church is failure to 
love. Most of us have considerable room to grow 
when it comes to loving as Jesus loved. We profess 
love for Christ but fail to love one another. Then 
there are the liberals who claim love for the world, 
but do not really love Christ. 
Jesus set the standard, opening a window upon 
divine love in His life and death. He commanded, 
"Love one another, even as I have loved you" (John 
13:34, RSV). 
The church which maintains a fruitful witness is 
characterized by love. On the other hand, an un-
loving church impairs its witness and finds growth 
difficult. 
There is no more meaningful fortification to our 
Christian witness than the persuasive and pervasive 
power of love. 
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